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INTRODUCTION 

Many visitors to the Victoria and Albert Museum 
will no doubt be glad to carry away with them some 
general record of the objects included in its various 
collections. A first attempt to select a himdred 
masterpieces from the 'whole wealth of the Depart- 
ments showed that this was an almost impossible task, 
and it was therefore dedded to divide the available 
material 'into three groups of a hundred each, the 
first covering Early Christian and Mediaeval, the 
second Renaissance and modern, and the tlurd 
Mohammedan and Oriental art. 

The word Masterpiece has been employed in a 
liberal sense to include as many as possible of those 
works of art in the Museum which are at once beautiful, 
important and widely known. The choice among 
them has been exceedingly difficult, and ’has in some 
cases been guided by their suitability for reproduedon 
on a small page. But it may be hoped that at any 
rate most of the outstanding treasures in the Museum 
are illustrated in one or other of these little books. 

The first begins with the end of the fourth, century 
after Christ and ends with the final manifestadons of 
Gothic art in the first half of the sixteenth century ; 
among the earlier objects some few might no doubt 
equally well have been included as Mohammedan 
works of art in the third book. The second opens 
with the Fiorendne Renaissance of the beginning of 
the fifteenth century and only ends with the close of 



the mnetcenth. The thiid is confined to Moham- 
medan art in its fully developed phases and to the 
more easily separable arts of India and the Far East. 

jUI these divisions are to some extent liable to 
overlap, the first two particularly so ; but it would 
have been far mote difficult to fix a precise limit of 
date between the two groups, and it is hoped that the 
classification will not be ^together an inconvenient 
one. Within each book the plates have been arranged 
as far as the balancing of the photographs pennitted 
in chronological order. Occasionally a detail has 
been illustrated when the whole object was on too 
large a scale. 


ERIC UACEAGAN 



OP THE STSIMACHORDil DHrrYni ... 




1936. 





138—1866. 






SASSANIAN ; 6T»>7ni CENTURY. 

H. 14 in. w. 2oi in. (36 x 5* cm.) 8579 — 1863. 



^ ^ wml W-OODES UW. PROa^BLY MESOPOTAMIA}* J 

’■ sr.'u.o «<» »<.<.~™ o- 

U-sJ in. DtAM.sl in. (i+x8 s «"•> ^ 





















tj. EWOW BOCK a^TTAL. 
EOYPtUN ; tOTH CENTOBY. 


IJ.Sl in. (at'S cm.) 


7904 — 1862. 




r4< 7^ YiBGis »LaiT. KOJcr IS cMxs^ fOFfnntY. 

anjamst , 1078-1081. 
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17. "ntt MWRA.ftOS Of TItR UACf. tUUEf fN \nULEBOVE. 

CWimi ; 1 ITH-llTW OCSTCRY. 

K.r4}tn. w.6Jin. (j&'jXffrcm.) 1866. 




l8. JlElJ«Jl.'AKy CSOSg. COLO EMOCHn) WITTJ CUJISOXvfi ZNA'IEU 

C£RMAN(T1Un'Of>¥nCCKBAN(iU>-SAXOV); f.lOOO. 

1 in. (19 cm.) 


7943— «86i 









tfl EKCRAVTO COPrER-OaT. NOHTO QWMfcN ; IAW.Y 13T1I CENTtWY. 

tsHn. (}8-5cm.) 10-1873. 
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36 THE ELTEXBKRD RCUqlMltr. 

COPPER-GILT WITH CHAVPLEVt EHtMEL AJfl> WALRWS-IVORV CJUIVTNCS. 
RHENISH (COUXJVE) ; SECOND HALF OF THE 12TH CE>m.’HT. 

I 2ijin (S4scm) 7650 — tS6l. 










40 CHRisr cmuto>reo 

SILK AND MBTAL THREAP EAfBROIDERY ON SILK. 

ENGUsn ; «3TH-'14T1I CENTURY. 

OlVn^ BY THE NATIONAL ART-COLLECTIONS rtfND. 

H.3ft-3>«^.W.i6|ia (9SX4ocm.} T. 337 — 15»«- 







+* THE PROPHET EZEKICL FROM A TREE OF JESSE. 

• STAINED CLASS P\.«(EL. PRENCIt . 13TII ONTURY. 
GIVEN BV MR. HEKRY VAL'CilAN. 

H 6 ft. 4} in- (J9J-5 5— i8S«. 




43. CHASUBLE. SILK A.VD METAL THAEAD ESIflnOlDERY ON BLUE SILK. 
ENGUSH ; SECOND HALT OF THE I3TH CENTURY, 
n. 3 ft. II in. (120 cm.) 


673—1864. 



44 Tt« ANMUVCtATlOX. 

«r><i»Tv»r MOSAIC, BnA.vnv«: 13x11-14711 ctmtv»t. , 
It. si IrL, w. 3| in. (13 5 X S 5 on > 7131— «»»»> 


45- THE NATIVITy. 

GOLD LEAP ENGRAVING UNDER CLASS ITaLIAH • 

si in. (13-5 cm.) ‘vauan, X4TH century. 

SALTING BEQUEST. C.Z484 igio. 










49. TII5 SITEFtCERDS AND TIIS MACf. 















7930— 
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6t 7111 VT*otN AVD a(tu> ivoior STATttrre 

PROMBLY KNCUSH LATl l4TW CEXT1.RY — EARLY IST« CESTWY 

H 7l»o (tSscn.) ao»--i 867 





62 . THE RAAISEY ABBEY CENSER. 

SlLVER-CILT ENCLBH > AnODLK OF 14TH CENTURY. 

>7 5 cm) M.268 — 19*3 















1460— I*?®- 


70. ENAKCUXO bUmnCfWAItS OBII. 

JfAVtSJI (VALC«a«); niST HALT Of I5T>I C*>rTV»T. 

in. 0^ S ««»-) 


/» MAIOUCA JAR. 

ITUJAN (noBOTmis) cranmr 


*562—1856 



















84. CKAUCX. 

utTWi, ruiai>ctLTi nactui; iat* i5t»i crmirT. 

It. 5 in. (t MS tJtx.) ». 
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SlL^'niMIlLT 
in. (loan.) 
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11 . ETITAFltlOI ItNBO't. ttlK AND METAL TKKKAD EMBROIDUY OK StUC. CREEK S DATED' lAO?, 

R. > It 10 in., w. 4 ft 6| in. (86 X 138 cm.) 8*78 1863. 
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93 FTADltD CLASS rAMEX. 

A*MS OF iroco VON ItOftENLANDFNBZXC, BtSIKiP OP CONSTANCE. 

BT LUB-AS mNEX OF ZLlUat SWISS , C I50O 
« 19 BL (48 5 cjft.) C.39 — xgiQ 

1 f lEBPOVT AiOBCAN CITT. 







96. AS Ascn. CAKKtTSa A CANDUSnCK. vaa WOOD, 
r. RIDfeACttStTDnt. CnMA.S(ntANCO.SIAN): EAXLY l6T1ICXSTVRr 

I ft. t in. (64 cm.) A.16— 19«* 


MVMtAT AWtST. 



97 *■ YOUNG MAN UKB WOOD ^OST 

rOSSlBUY BY T WtAtENSCUNlJOeiL ODlVtAN (FRANCONIAn) , 
CAIU.V i6y« cofnimr 

1! 7l Ja. (I9 cm.) 


96. AN ANCa. CAJUITTNO A €:ANOLBST7aC. LIMS T.mT 

RreMXNSCHVEtUER. GERMAN (rsMTCONlAN) J KAM.T |6TH ONTUKT 

Ft. I m. (64 cm.) A.16— 191a 


HURRAT AEUUbST. 



= r- 







P.I53 — 19*0- 


